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“Together, with God’s love, we learn, nurture and grow, without limits.”

Compassion   ◊   Respect   ◊   Perseverance




[bookmark: _GoBack]Wessex Photography/Video Guidance
The purpose of this guidance is to:
· protect children and young people who take part in the school’s services, events and activities, specifically those where photographs and videos may be taken
· set out the overarching principles that guide our approach to photographs/videos being taken of children and young people during our events and activities
· to ensure that we operate in line with our values and within the law when creating, using and sharing images of children and young people.

This guidance statement applies to all staff, volunteers and other adults associated with the school.

We use photography/video in the school for a number of purposes.
· The use of photography/video plays an important part in learning activities. Pupils and members of staff may use digital cameras, iPads and other recording devices to record evidence of activities in lessons and out of school. These images may then be used in presentations in subsequent lessons or for staff training purposes.
· We also take images of your child using devices as evidence of their work, which are inserted into their exercise books, as part of our everyday practice. Occasionally images will be of groups of children from across the class; your child may be in a group with others or in the background of another child’s image.
· Images may also be used to celebrate success and achievements of our children and young people, provide a record of our activities and raise awareness of the school through their publication in newsletters, on the school website, class blogs and occasionally in the public media.

When using photography/video in the school we understand that;

· the welfare of the children and young people taking part in our activities is paramount
· children, their parents and carers have a right to decide whether their images are taken and how these may be used
· children, their parents and carers must understand how the images will be used and stored, and are fully aware of the potential risks associated with the use and distribution of these images
· there are potential risks associated with sharing images of children online.

The school will comply with the General Data Protection Regulation and ensure that when images are published that the children cannot be identified by the use of their full names.








In accordance with guidance from the Information Commissioner’s Office, parents/carers, spectators and children themselves, may take videos and digital images of them at school events for their own personal use only. To respect everyone’s privacy and in some cases protection, when parents, carers, children or spectators are taking photographs or filming at our events and the images are for personal use, these images should not be published/made publicly available on social networking sites, nor should parents/carers, children or spectators at events comment on any activities involving other pupils in the digital/video images.

We recommend that people check the privacy settings of their social media account to understand who else will be able to view any images they share.

If any parents/carers, children or spectators have any concerns about images being shared they should notify the school immediately.
If we hire a photographer for one of our events, we will seek to keep children and young people safe by:
· providing the photographer with a clear brief about appropriate content and behaviour
· informing children, their parents and carers that a photographer will be at the event and seek consent to images which feature their child being taken and shared

If children, parents and/or carers do not consent to photographs being taken, we will respect their wishes. We will agree in advance how they would like to be identified so the photographer knows not to take pictures of them and ensure this is done in a way that does not single out the child or make them feel isolated.
We will never exclude a child from an activity because we do not have consent to take their photograph.

We will store photographs and videos of children securely, in accordance with our data protection policies.

Schools within Wessex Multi-Academy Trust will always ask for permission for visual images to be recorded. Also, we will not make any audio recording without informing you. In the same way, should it be necessary to make a recording, we also expect parents/carers and children to request permission for any recordings made on the school site or in the course of school business.

For further information please see our privacy notice available on our website.

We will ask all parents and carers to complete a consent form on an annual basis to allow the school to take and use images of your child. If you have any questions about any of the above then please contact the school office.
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